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Message From Mr. Silagi
Whittier Families,

Thanks for your continued support and involvement in your 
child’s education.  It has been great seeing many of you in our 
building for parent-teacher conferences.  In addition, I continue 
to be impressed with the many parents that volunteer their time 
at our building. So many of you put time and effort into giving 
back to our school.  Our staff is very fortunate to work with such 
a supportive parent community.  During this first trimester I 
have witnessed tremendous growth in so many of our students, 
and I believe that our involved parent community has played a 
key role in this growth.   As always, thank you for letting us  
serve your children!  

Sincerely, 

Chris Silagi
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Life Ready and Growth Mindset 

The terms College Ready, Career Ready and Life Ready have become buzz words in the education field.  
One may ask, what do these terms actually mean?  Redefining Ready, a national campaign launched by 
AASA (The School Superintendents Association) is working to introduce researched-based metrics that 
define what each of these terms actually mean for our students when they leave our high schools.  While 
there is still more research needed in this field, the group has identified the possession of a growth 
mindset as a key factor for life success.  Redefining Ready defines Life Ready as the following: 

* Being LIFE READY means students leave high school with the grit and 
perseverance to tackle and achieve their goals.

* Students who are LIFE READY possess the growth mindset that empowers them 
to approach their future with confidence, to dream big and to achieve big.

Check out more from this group at http://www.redefiningready.org/

http://www.redefiningready.org/


November SEL Focus 

We have all become frustrated or upset at one time or 
another.  Many times, these emotions can stand in the 
way of learning and growth.  During the month of 
November our Social – Emotional Focus is on how to 
manage our emotions so that we can continue to grow.  
In our assemblies we will model school-based and play-
based scenarios.  Our classroom lessons will reinforce 
the strategies that will be introduced in the grade level 
assemblies.  In addition to the coping skill sequence 
(pictured to the right), students will also be taught that 
sometimes you may need to “take a break” or “walk 
away” before reengaging with an academic task.  



Growth Mindset Visuals at Whittier 
Check out some of these visual representations that students contributed to at Whittier!  



Whittier to Honor 
Veterans 

Whittier School will host a special 
ceremony at our flagpole at 9:25 AM on 
Friday, November 11th to honor our 
veterans.  Information has been sent 
home with your student regarding this 
event.  If you have a veteran in the 
family, or know of a veteran in the 
neighborhood that would like to attend 
please respond to the form that was 
sent home. 
Whittier PTA is in need of refreshment donations ( cookies, 
brownies, mini muffins) and volunteers to help set up the blue 
gym and clean up after ceremony. 

If you are willing to donate two dozen bite-sized goodies, please 
contact Heather at hgipson23@yahoo.com

Let her know what item you plan on bringing. Donations can be 
dropped off at school on Thursday, Nov 10th at 3:30pm, 
or Friday morning, Nov 11th, 9am in the Blue Gym. We are also 
in need of a couple of nut-free items.

If you are willing to help set up on Friday morning (9am, blue 
gym) or clean up after (10:30am), please let Heather know in 
advance.

mailto:hgipson23@yahoo.com


Whittier Students 
Generate 

“Wildcat Gazette”
Whittier 5th graders have collaborated to 
create a monthly student news source.  Their 
plan is inform students of what’s going on at 
Whittier and to give students the newest 
updates.  A link to the gazette is below.  Mrs. 
Zink and Mrs. Garner have supported the 
students in this endeavor.

Wildcat Gazette #1

Pictured to the right: 

(Top Left to Right: Annabelle Glover, Sarah 
Eckert, Alessandra Biscoglia, Sophia Knasel, 
Allison Fecke / Bottom Left to Right: Jack 
Schroeder, Aidan Dalby, Brooks Becker)

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iIQ1Jl9hhdr9XJJZTEfk8ajZLzlEnJFZPWBS732AJR4/edit?usp=sharing


I am so happy to be back at Whittier working with all of the little artists. We are creating like crazy in the art studio!

Kindergarten- We are plugging away at our ABC books. Each week we study one piece of art that coincides with our 
letter of the week. For the letter E we looked at Dali’s The Elephants. We are using “See, Think, Wonder” to guide us 
through our critique of the art.

1st Grade- It has been a very busy 1st trimester learning our way around the art studio and refining some of our 
material skills. We just finished our Birds on the Wire. We reviewed our primary colors, shapes, cutting carefully, “dot 
dot not a lot” with our glue, how to create symmetry, and wrote about our art. 

2nd Grade- We started the year with one of my most favorite artists- Vincent van Gogh. We used our observation eyes 
to draw sunflowers just like van Gogh. We focused on finding shape, line, and texture as we looked closely at the 
flowers. We just completed our line landscapes and added a little sparkle to them. 

3rd Grade- 3rd graders started the year at a fast pace completing beautifully crafted 2D landscapes that showed space 
through size, location, overlapping, and the use of a path. We took a quick pit stop to explore blind contour drawings, 
before focusing on our warm/cool colored owls. 

4th Grade- We have jumped from installation art to landscapes and then back to installation art. We are currently 
working on a project inspired by street artist Stik. Ask your child for a quick drawing lesson on how Stik creates his 
character that shows emotions, actions, and interactions just using a circle, rectangle, and a few lines. 

5th Grade- I am so proud of the 5th graders and their positive attitudes toward challenges as they have explored new 
processes and materials during the 1st trimester. We started off with our inflatable as a small scale and refined them as 
they grew in size. We were inspired by a few artists including Andy Warhol’s collaboration with the engineer Billy 
Kluver on Silver Clouds. We have also looked at Alberto Giacometti’s energy filled drawings and created our own 
gesture drawings using charcoal, slick stix, India ink, oil pastels, and graphite sticks.

Please feel free to reach out with any questions! – Mrs. Tufte laura.wittnebentufte@cusd200.org

Artsonia

I have uploaded student art again this 
year to Artsonia.  This year there is a 
change that does require a parent 
account to view your child’s art. 

Please email me if you need the passcode 
for your student. 
Laura.WittnebenTufte@cusd200.org

Check out our school page. It has been 
viewed over 6,500 times!

http://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.
asp?id=102530 or search “Whittier Elem” 
on the home page.

mailto:Laura.Wittneben@cusd200.org
http://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=102530








Mark Your Calendars 

11/3 – Parent – Teacher Conferences 

11/4 – No School – Teacher Work Day

11/11 – Veterans Day Recognition

11/11 – End of 1st Trimester 

11/12 – Dream Foundation Trivia Night

11/15 – PTA Meeting – 6:30 PM

11/18 – Report Cards Sent Home

11/21 – 11/25 – Thanksgiving Break

12/15 – Holiday Sing 10 AM & 2PM

ParentVue Reminder

If you have not completed your student pages in 
ParentVue please do so at your earliest 
convenience.  This needs to be completed annually 
by all parents. When completed, the page will read 
“COMPLETED” at the very bottom of the page. 

Asbestos Notification

CUSD 200 has conducted the required inspections 
of asbestos containing building materials in our 
schools as required by the Asbestos Hazard 
Emergency Response Act (AHERA). All buildings 
will be inspected every six months.  Every three 
years, inspection reports will be submitted to the 
State of Illinois.  These reports can be viewed at 
any time and are updated every six months and 
three years.  


